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may be conceived, and possibly reconciled with known
facts, but what supposition is pointed to by the evi-
dences of .natural religion; the case is different. The
indications of design point strongly in one direction,
the preservation of the creatures in whose structure
the indications are found. Along with the preserving
agencies there are destroying agencies, which we
might be tempted to ascribe to the will of a different
Creator: but there are rarely appearances of the re-
condite contrivance of means of destruction, except
when the destruction of one creature is the means of
preservation to others. Nor can it be supposed thai
the preserving agencies are wielded by one Being,
the destroying agencies by another. The destroying
agencies are a necessary part of the preserving
agencies: the chemical compositions by which life is
carried on could not take place without a parallel
series of decompositions. The great agent of decay in
both organic and inorganic substances is oxidation,
and it is only by oxidation that life is continued for
even the length of a minute. The imperfections in
the attainment of the purposes which the appearances
indicate, have not the air of having been designed.
They are like the unintended results of accidents in-
sufficiently guarded against, or of a little excess or:
deficiency in the quantity of some of the agencies by
which the good purpose is carried on, or else they
are consequences of the wearing out of a machinery